
 

A lively and informative look at our Montessori community 

 

May Dates  

4 T ENCORE!    After School Program: ART 3 -5pm  

5 W  Motherôs Day Celebration  all Toddlers 9:00 -10:00am  

7 Fri  Motherôs Day Celebrations  

  South Room Pre -Primary 10:15 -11:15am  

  Middle Room Pre -Primary 9:00 -10:00am  

  Elementary 11:30 -12:30 students dismissed at end of the party  

  No after school care  

8  S  OPEN HOUSE: 9 ï 11am,  Refer a friend, receive $100 off tuition  

11 T ENCORE! After School Program: ART 3 -5pm  

18 T ENCORE!  Afte r School  Program: ART 3 -5pm  

19 W  Vision and Hearing Screening ages 3 -6 

21 F Kindergarten Graduation 7:0 0pm  

25 T Last day of classes  

26  W  Year End Celebration 9:00 -11:00am  

 

June Dates  

7 M  Summer Camp Begins



 

 

We plan to recognize Mothers on May 5th, 

and 7th.  All Toddler and Pre-Primary 

children will have a special attendance 

schedule on the party days. These students 

will attend school only for the party. 

Students should arrive and leave with their 

mom or a special person for this Motherôs 

Day celebration. Elementary students will 

arrive at 8:30, as usual, but their school day 

concludes with the celebration at 12:30. 

After school care will not be available on 

Friday, May 7th. 

Questions? Call the office. 

 

 

We still have a few openings for 

summer camp! Call the office 

for information or to enroll 

now!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday, May 21st at 6:30 pm we will 

be recognizing our kindergarten 

graduates. Family members and friends 

are invited to join us for this important 

event. Look for details coming soon 

from your direct or or directr ess. 

 

 

Schedule medical and dental 

appointments now for next school year.  All 

kindergarteners, fifth graders, and new 

students need physical exams. All 

kindergarteners, 2nd and 6th grade students 

need dental exams. Eye exams are 

required for kindergarten, and 1st through 

6th students entering school for the first 

time. 

 



 

× As mentioned in our recent 

parent letter, we are starting 

a new referral program. If you 

refer a friend or neighbor, 

and they enroll for next year, 

we will deduct $100  from 

your tuition.  

× The next Open House is 

Saturday May 8, 9-11am. 

× Does your child need a 

workbook or a Wordly Wise 

for the summer? Send your 

request and a check for $17 

per book to the office by May 

7th. 

× Please call or email the office 

to sign up for the ENCORE! 

our new After School 

Mentoring Programs.  The 

topic for May is Art (see 

below). 

 

  

 

In April we began ENCORE! our new K-6 
After School Program.  This fantastic 
opportunity for mentoring, learning, and 
skill development will continue to be 
offered one day each week.  The 
children who attended the first ENCORE! 
session, ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳǊ [ǳƴŎƘōƻȄΣ had a 
wonderful time.  We had great 
discussions and hands on activities 
regarding nutrition, the importance of 
the macronutrients in foods, how to 
read ingredient labels to determine if a 
product is a good food choice, and how 
to prepare some simple, healthy meals 
and snacks.  The label reading activity 
that we ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άYƛǘŎƘŜƴ ƻǊ /ƘŜƳistry 
[ŀōΚέ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ōƛƎ ƘƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
wanted to continue even after we were 
finished! 
 
The next 3 week class will take place on 
TUESDAYS in May, beginning May 4th, 
from 3-5pm.  The ENCORE! program for 
May is ART, and is sure to be a favorite 
for all ages!  Please call or email the 
office by May 3rd to enroll your child.  
Please let us know if your child will be 
participating in the program, even if he 
or she is already enrolled in after school 
care for that day! 
 



 

On May 26, from 9:00 to 11:00 am, you and 

your family are cordially invited to a casual 

gathering in the Montessori outdoor 

environment to celebrate the end of another 

wonderful year. Students and their families 

can enjoy the company of their peers, 

participate in special activities such as a cake 

walk, and go through our extensive lost and 

found one more time. Bring some cash for 

the cakes, itõs a very popular activity!  

Lost and found items not claimed at the Year 

End Celebration will be donated to 

Goodwill. 

Children must be accompanied and 

supervised by an adult while at the Year End 

Celebration. Also, parking is a challenge 

during the Year End Celebration. If you live 

close enough to school to walk, we encourage 

you to do so. Otherwise, plan on parking on 

the side streets near the school because the 

parking spaces in the lot are quite limited. 

Parking at the strip mall across the street is 

for customers only. 

 

 

 

Our last event will be the Year End Celebration 

on Wednesday, May 26th.  Please let your Room 

Parent know if  you would like to help with this 

event. 

 A heartfelt thank you goes out to all the 

wonderful Room Parents for everything they 

have done this year.  Your help has been 

invaluable!  

 We also want to take this opportunity to thank 

all the families for showing their support for the 

various classroom events and activities that were 

planned.  We couldn't have done it without you!  

Best wishes to all the families whose children 

will be moving on to another phase of their 

education.  To all the returning families, we look 

forward to working together again in September ! 

 

  

 

 

+ÅÅÐ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÂÒÁÉÎ ÓÔÉÍÕÌÁÔÅÄ 
over the summer! Our kindergarten 
through fifth grade tutoring program 
with help maintain and improve your 
ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃ ÓËÉÌÌs. 

Call the office to set up an 
appointment at (630)469-4727 



 

 

Judy Narvaez, Jacob and Joshua 
2ÁÍÉÒÅÚȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȟ who is Montessori 
trained, will once again be providing 
home daycare this summer.  If you 
are in need of full time childcare (for 
example extending the day with 
enriching activities after your child 
attends Camp McCormick!) please 
contact her at 630-512-7938. 

 

(ÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÙÁÒÄ ÌÏÏË ÉÔÓ ÂÅÓÔȣ 

Bloomingdale Scout Troop 565 will 
be providing yardwork, such as 
mowing, mulching, and aeration as 
part of their fundraiser for Scout 
Camp and High Adventure trips.  
Satisfaction is guaranteed and the 
prices are right!  Contact: 

Phone: 630-924-1152 or 

312-237-6157 

bloomingdaletroop565@gmail.com 

 

Earth Day Excitement 

The classes all had the opportunity to 
discuss and participate in activities 

focused on our planet and resources 
on April 22nd for Earth Day.  The 
Elementary Class was particularly 
excited about this topic, and helped 
us decide on a way we can help the 
planet by reducing waste!  MAGE will 
be partnering with TerraCycle to 
collect certain items, such as used 
9ƭƳŜǊΩǎ DƭǳŜ ōƻǘǘƭŜǎκǘǳōŜǎΣ {Ŏƻǘǘ 
brand tissue, towels, and wipes 
packaging, and other specific types of 
packaging that would otherwise end 
up in the trash.  TerraCycle then turns 
the waste packaging into cool new 
products which are sold at major 
retailers.  A small cash dividend is 
paid to schools or non-profit 
organizations, while keeping the 
ǘǊŀǎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ƭŀƴŘŦƛƭƭǎΦ  LǘΩǎ 
a win for the school, a win for the 
environment, and a win for you!  
Please watch your email or mail 
pouch for more details and a list of 
specific products/packaging to save 
and bring in. 

 

 

 



 

We would like to thank all of 

our families for another 

wonderful year.  We would also 

like to recognize all the parents 

who have helped us in big and 

small ways; in the classrooms,   

behind the scenes, and 

throughout our Montessori 

community. Thank you. It 

takes a very special village! 

We also appreciate your support 

for our Flower Power 

fundraiser.  Just watch as our 

outdoor environment blooms 

with color. 

And a special thank you to all 

of you for allowing us the 

privilege of spending our days 

with your children. 

 

Annie and Staff 

 

Have a great summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

hƴ {ǘŀƎŜΧ 
 
The Das girls are going to be performing at 
Pheasant Run in Noble Fool Theatre's 
Cinderella.  Kristen will be playing the step-
sister, and Katie will be both the herald and the 
chef.  They'd love to see you at one of their 
performances! 
 
This hour-long adaptation of the classic musical 
will be performed by 6 to 9 year old NFT 
Academy Students at Pheasant Run,  
4051 E. Main Street, St Charles 
Sunday, May 16th at 6:30 and Monday, May 
17th at 6:30  
 
!ŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜΣ ōǳǘ άLŦ ƻƴŜ ǎƘƻŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ 
Cinderella's life, imagine what a pair of shoes 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ŘƻΗέ  Donations of new shoes, socks or 
ǎƘƻŜƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ά{ƘƻŜǎ 
for Orphan Souls.έ  For more information, visit 
www.noblefool.org/education or call 630-364-
0550.  If you cannot attend but would still like 
to donate, please contact Michelle Das 
michelledas@earthlink.net 
 

And a special Musical 9ǾŜƴǘΧ 
 
Would you like to enjoy an afternoon in the 
park with strings playing in the background?   
Christoph Gaffud's violin school will be 
performing a variety of music at Naperville 
Community Concert (music) center on May 
16th at 2-4pm.  Admission is free.  Ages of 
performers range from 3-18.   

http://www.noblefool.org/education
mailto:michelledas@earthlink.net


 

The Lunch Box 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǎǳƴƴȅ Řŀȅ (or any day!) treat 
ideas, that are super easy, nutritious, 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ chemical and 
harmful ingredients found in so many 
commercially bought pre-packaged items.  
These are fun for kids to make, either on their 
own or with adult assistance for younger 
children, and even more fun to eat! 
 

Creamy, Tropical Popsicles  
About 1 1/2 cups of cubed mango, 

fresh or frozen 

1 large, ripe banana 

1/2 cup of full fat, unsweetened 

coconut milk (can also use plain, 

whole milk yogurt for a different 

flavor) 

1/2 cup of water, plus more if needed 

or desired. 

Place all of the ingredients into a blender 

and blend until smooth. Scrape down the 

sides as needed and add water to thin down 

as desired. How many popsicles this makes 

will depend on what mold you use. Recipe 

courtesy of 

www.thenourishinggourmet.com. 

Peanut Butter Kisses 

1 part natural peanut butter (or other nut 

butter) 

1 part honey (preferably raw) 

1-2 parts unsweetened coconut 

Simply mix honey and nut butter in a bowl 

until well combined. Add the coconut until it 

is a thick dough that will hold together.  Roll 

into balls.  Eat, or refrigerate for storage if 

desired.  Optional add ins to be stirred in or 

rolled into: Sesame or sunflower seeds, flax 

meal, mini chocolate chips, more coconut, a 

little cocoa powder, or chopped nuts. 

Note: If you are unsure how much to make, 

start with 1/3 cup nut butter, 1/3 cup honey, 

and 2/3 cup coconut, and adjust as desired. 

 

 

South Room  

      Many of the children in our class have 

been working on word building.  Dogs, cats, 

tops, and hatsðThe excitement builds as the 

children spell out each of these objects with 

the movable alphabet.  Some of the children 

choose to make books either with their own 

illustrations or pictures.  The older children 

have made their writing come alive with 

books about dinosaurs, king snakes, tooth 

fairies, and other important subjects.  

      Our class has really enjoyed the warm 

spring weather weôre experienceing lately.  

We have gone on nature walks in our 

wonderful outdoor environment and looked 

for signs of spring.  The children have 

discovered wildflowers blooming, buds on 

trees and the bulbs coming up and blooming 

into beautiful tulips.  Digging is also an 

activity the children enjoy.  They have 

discovered earthworms and other insects.  

The children find this fascinating!  Spring 

has been ushered into our classroom with 

the flowers that are brought each week for 

flower arranging, as well.  We also want to 

thank all the  parents for bringing snack and 

flowers each month. 

http://www.thenourishinggourmet.com/


  

Sue and Rosemarie 

Middle Room  

Spring is in the air, and it is a time for renewal 
and new growth inside the classroom and out.     
We received some pussy willow cuttings that 
sprouted roots.  We now have two pussy willow 
cuttings with new leaves in our room.  We have 
examined the roots from the beans we  planted, 
and should be seeing the leaves  soon.   
 
This April has brought us outdoors more than 
ever before.  We have gone on nature walks to 
hear the birds and  look at the new flowers 
blooming.   Our class helped prepare the 
circular garden and we have already planted 
some seeds.  Filling the wheel barrow with 
weeds and taking it to the compost was a 
favorite work.    The planting moves quickly and 
then we find an earthwormΧ! 
 
 We have also started using some of our 
outdoor activities and materials.  The hammer 
and nails are out and the students enjoy putting 
on the safety glasses and hammering nails into 
the logs.  The outdoor easel is also ready to be 
used, along with some other seasonal favorites. 
 
This month we studied Africa.  The drum in our 
Africa basket was very popular.   We have 
talked about it being a way to talk from village 
to village.  Some of our students have enjoyed 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά/ŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŀǘΣέ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ bƛƎŜǊƛŀ 
about Ayoka and her goat.    
  
April has also seen growth in the language area 
of our classroom.   Everyone seems interested 
in some part of the language curriculum. Some 
are practicing rhyming, some are beginning to 
put wounds together, and some are working on 
the beginning books. The students have even 
been bringing their own books to school to 
share with the other students.  It has been 
wonderful watching this growth unfold over the 
course of the school year! 

 
Don and Chris 

 

Elementary News 
 

The month of April brought with it a sense 
of purpose and maturity for the Elementary 
Class.  The students are working 
independently and in small collaborative 
groups to research ancient civilizations, 
study the American Civil War, and construct 
truncated icosahedrons.  (In Montessori we 
ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƎŜƻƳŜǘǊȅΣ ǿŜ ōǳƛƭŘ ƛǘΗύ   

In April we sat for the Iowa tests, the 
standardized test that all of our elementary 
students take.  It is so different from the 
everyday schedule that our class was 
delighted at the novelty of the experience!   
We use the Iowa tests as just one way to 
evaluate individual progress from one year 
to the next.  It is very difficult to capture 
excitement for learning, poise and self-
esteem on a testing booklet. 

After working so intensely on our testing, 
ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άtŀǎǎƛƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅέτa 
day to delve into any work that we are 
passionate about.  After explaining the 
ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ άtŀǎǎƛƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅέΣ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘΣ 
άLΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ 
ŦǳǎƛƻƴΗέ ŀƴŘ άL Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŦƛǾŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎΚΗΚΚΗέ  When ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΣ 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ! 

Annie, Wilfran, and Jenn 

 

 



 

Toddler 

The children are looking forward to the 

upcoming Mother's Day celebration with 

great excitement.  They have had fun 

preparing for the festivities.  Katie B. was 

quoted as saying, ñI canôt wait for the 

Thanksgiving celebration!ò We have also  

spent some time learning the high and low 

and long and short sounds of the percussion 

instruments as well as the names of each 

instrument.   Some of us can play "Twinkle, 

Twinkle Little Star" on the Xylophone!  Did 

you know that "Twinkle, Twinkle Little 

Star" and the "ABC" song share the same 

melody? 

 The finger puppets have been a hit for 

bringing to life some of the stories in our 

library.  i.e.:  "There was an Old Lady who 

swallowed a Fly", "My Mama's a Llama" 

and "Henry the Hand".  The children have 

come up with their own creative stories with 

the finger puppets too. 

 We are also exploring animals (and their 

habitats) from different continents as an 

extension to our cultural studies. Our 

continent albums have been a great resource 

for the toddlers in learning about the land, 

people, animals and transportation from all 

over the world. 

 Thank you, parents, for the wonderful 

snacks this past month.  Our favorites 

include the smoothies made with plain 

yogurt, bananas, blueberries, strawberries 

and a touch of honey, the raw pecans that 

were soaked overnight in salt water and then 

roasted (or dehydrated) until crispy, and 

hummus with carrots and cucumbers.  

Delicious and healthy snacks help the 

toddlers stay attentive and active during 

their busy school day. 

 Our daily nature walks are an absolute 

delight with the toddlers.  They notice things 

that we, as hurried adults, sometimes miss.  

The children have seen a yellow and black 

butterfly, a Coopers Hawk, and some busy 

carpenter bees.  We have also watched the 

dandelions bloom and then go to seed.  We 

are anxious to see our herb garden sprout in 

the next few weeks. 

One of our favorite discussions this month:  

"Kangaroos live in Australia"  Sahil  

"Tigers live in Asia"  Ella 

"Asia's in our classroom"  Allison, referring 

to our new classmate, Isha. 

 Mary and Bonnie 

 


